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FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETIES

I

Local historical societies in Florida can together ac-.
complish much more towards the preservation of our
State’s history than can the Florida Historical Societyprovided other societies are established in. those areas
where there are none now. Hence a major purpose of our
Society should be and is cordial encouragement of them.:
Our members will recall the list of those societies in
Florida which are active and inactive appended .to the
printed program of our last annual meeting. This shows
that the number of active societies is larger now than at
any time in the past. But the organization of other local,
county, and regional societies is the one thing needed
in Florida to bring the preservation of our history up to
the level of that of our neighboring states.
If you are reading this with interest, you doubtless
feel an interest in the past of your community or county.
Think of the many who will come after you are gone
who will feel a like interest. Should there be no local
society in your county now they will be grateful to you
if you and your neighbors who are interested bring together for preservation what still remains about you,
both concrete and in the recollections of the pioneers.
The practical way to do this is to form a local society.
The Florida Historical Society wishes to encourage
and help you in any way we can, but the organization of
your local society is almost wholly up to you and your
neighbors.
There is no better way to assure that your name will
be remembered in your community than by writing and
publishing a local history even if it is printed only in
your newspaper, for copies are certain to be preserved
and handed down by your neighbors.
A L AKE C OUNTY S OCIETY
The movement to organize a. Lake County Historical Society is well on its way. On June 21 a group of
those who are interested in the past of that part of Florida met at the home of Mrs. F. L. Ezell on Lake Helen.
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President Tebeau of the Florida Historical Society came
from Miami and gave a .brief talk of encouragement. Mrs.
Ezell was chosen temporary president, and Mrs. Lillian
D. Tickers-Smith temporary secretary-treasurer.
It was decided that Mrs. Ezell who is a member of
the Florida Historical Society, and Mr. G. G. Ware one
of our directors, would contact other Lake county members of the Society, and that an organization meeting
would be held. in the nea.r future.
Mr: J. Chester Lee was introduced as the oldest
native resident of Leesburg and Mr. Arthur L. Miller as
the oldest permanent resident.
Following Dr. Tebeau’s talk, refreshments were
served by Mrs. Ezell, assisted by Mrs. Ware and Mrs.
Johnson. .’
Guests were Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Morrison, Mr. and
Mrs. S. W. Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs J. Chester Lee, Mr.
and Mrs G. G. Ware, Mr. and Mrs E. Carlton Huey,
Mrs. Alexander Johnson, Mrs. F. W. Pringle, Mrs. Lillian Vickers-Smith, Miss Hilda Budd, and Mr. A. L.
Miller.
The Florida Historical So.ciety and our .Q~arterZy
are much interested in the organization of ,this newest
of Florida local historical societies. The history of Lake
county extends far back into the early days of central
Florida. The recorded knowledge, of that history is
meager and is fast disappearing, so the body has an in:
teresting, a very worthwhile, .and a pressing work to
undertake. What they do-will form an important part of
the full history of our State which is to be written some
day.
Q~CEOLA

C OUNTY H ISTORICAL A SSOCIATION

The annual meeting of the Osceola County Historical Association for election of officers wa,s held on May
12 at St. Cloud.’Mr. Charles Hartley was reelected president, Mrs:,Neli Bodiford 1st vice-president, Mrs. Alma
Hetherington 2nd vice-president, Mrs. Clara. Meacham
secretary, and Mrs. Lillian Garrison librarian. The ex-
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ecutive committee are: Mrs. Katherine French, Sam D.
Story, Clifford Sackhoff, and W. G. Hawkins.
Following the election was a program of reminiscences of the early days in tha.t section.
J ACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The annual business meeting with election of officers of the Jacksonville Historical Society was held on
May 10. This was also a program meeting such a.s the
Society holds at intervals throughout the season. There
was an address by Dr. Andrew N. Lytle, Lecturer on
Creative Writing, the University of Florida, on “Florida Folk-Ways ; ” and a paper was read, written for this
program by Mrs. George Mills, on “The First Democratic Newspaper in Jacksonville.”
Officers elected for 1950-51 are:
Frank Elmore Jr., president
H. H. Buckman III, first vice president
James A. Austin, second vice president
Mrs. Oscar G. Rawls, recording secretary
Adrien LeVasseur, corresponding secretary
Dena Snodgrass, treasurer
Herbert Lamson, historian
Audrey Broward, archivist
The Society will hold its next meeting on the second
Wednesday in November.

A DUVAL MARKER IN J ACKSONVILLE
A marker honoring the memory of Governor William Pope DuVal, for whom Duval county was named,
has been placed and was unveiled on April 6 at the entrance of Duval county court house in Jacksonville. It
was erected by Patriots Chapter, National Society United States Daughters of 1812 cooperating with Duval
county citizens. DuVal was the first civil governor of
Florida, and the county was created in 1822 during the
first year of his term.
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A H ISTORY OF TAMPA
With the recent publication of Tampa, A History of
the City of Tampa and the Tampa Bay Region of Florida,
Karl H. Grismer is a step nearer to becoming the historian of Florida cities. Beginning with his History of
St. Petersburg in 1924, he has written The Story of Sarasota 1946, The Story of St. Petersburg 1948, and The
Story of Fort .iiyers 1949.
The present volume, published by The St. Petersburg Publishing Company, was edited by D. B. McKay,
who is Tampa’s historian if any locality ever had one;
for no city in Florida has had more told of its interesting and important happenings and people than Mr. McKay has put in his series of more than one hundred articles in the Tampa Tribune. With his continuous assistance the author gives us an authentic narrative of all
that is known of the century and one-quarter of the,
town’s existence, as well as the accounts of the region
left by the early Spanish explorers.
Local history should and must include much tradition; but, as in his other volumes, Mr. Grismer distinguishes between what comes from recorded history and
that which is only supported by word-of-mouth with its
successive enlargements and alterations.
A new edition of History of Dade Coudy, Florida,
by Tracy Hollingsworth, first published in 1936, has appeared with additions to bring it up to date. There are.
seventy-four pages of narrative history and one hundred
eighteen pages of biographies.
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